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THE MONKS OF BYLAND
ABBEY AFTER THE
DISSOLUTION

of thelifeof the Cistercian community at Byland. But itshistory

from then onwardshasnever been studied. A modern expert has

judged, from the extent of the monastic buildings, that thehouse
was meant to hold somethirty-six choir monksand ahundred conversi. In
1381, after the catastrophe of the Black Death, Byland had only twelve
monks and three conversi. In the same year, Rievaulx had fifteen monks
andthreeconvers, Kirkstall seventeen monksand six conversi. Duringthe
fifteenth century, and oninto the first decades of the sixteenth, there was
ageneral and notableincreasein numbersinall Englishreligioushouses. By
1525 Byland had twenty-five to thirty monks and no conversi, Rievaulx
practically the same number, and Kirkstall some thirty-five monks.! The
Byland choir stallswerethereforefairly well filled in the years before the
dissolution, whilethe converseslodgings had been made over to other uses
for many years. The Byland monks, asweshall see, wererecruitedlocally,
from Gilling, Kirby Moorside, Pickering, Helmsley, Nawton, and even
further afield, from Thornton, Yarm and Leeds.

Of the spiritua state of the house we know very little. There are no
printed visitation records, apart from the brief and uninformative comperta
of Cromwell's visitors of 1535. The Chapter Acts of the Order rarely
mention conditionsin England. Therearemany referencesto Bylandinthe
wills of thelocal laity during the three decades before the dissolution. In
January 1521 William Chamfer of Newstead, Kilburnleaveshisbody to be
buried'in ecclesiabeate marie debellalanda with ten shillingsto the Abbot
for hisabsol utions, fourpenceto each monk of the house and ten shillingsto
be divided amongst the monksfor the saying of two trentals of Massesfor
his soul.? So similarly, in those years, other laymen wished to be buried
'beforeour Lady' intheconventual church at Newburgh, or beforethe'altar
defunctorum’ or image of Our Lady of Pity in the church at Rievaulx. In
October 1520 John Symondson of Helmsley leaves his son Robert (as a
ward) to the 'house of Ryvax' and his son Richard to 'the house of Biland'
with 'his porcion'.® In February 1526 Alan Story, a butcher of Coxwold

WE KNOW A GOOD DEAL about the first threequarters of a century

! Knowles and Hadcock, Medieval Religious Houses, England and Wales.
Introduction and pp. 106, no, 114.

2 York Probate Registry. MS. Wills, ix/f.i34v.

2 Ibid., 14jf.
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desired the abbot and convent of Byland to admit himself asabrother,
and hiswifeassister of 'their chapiter'.*William Davell, gentleman, of
Coxwold, inMarch 1524-5, left asilver cup and cover to the Abbot and
convent and five marksto each monk to pray for him.> Therearefairly
numerous bequests, downto thevery eveof thedissolution, for dirges
and requiems.

A house of studies for English Cistercians had been begun at
Oxfordinthelatefifteenth century. In 1400 Byland was assessed at a
tax of 26s. 8d. ayear for its building. In 1480 a General Chapter at
Citeaux decreed that one in every twelve of all English Cistercians
should be sent to Oxford.® The extant Oxford registershardly givean
impressionthat Byland obeyed thisorder fully. But, in 1506, therewas
a'student of Byland Abbey', William Wright, staying at the English
hostel in Rome, and there was a monk of Byland at Oxford in the
I520S.” The mere dozen books from the Byland library which have
survived give us little or no idea of its extent.

In former times Byland had distributed its conversi round the
house'ssixteen granges, which werethen the centresof athrivingtrade
inwool, sothat Byland wool waswell known to Florentine merchants.®
Although the 'Register' of Byland—its collection of land deeds—
remainsstill, though extant, unprinted, it isclear that by the sixteenth
century, the monastery retained only fifty acresin closes round the
monastery, and had let out the rest, granges and all, to lay farmers.
Byland had alay steward, Roger Lascelles. In 1528 there was a case
in the Star Chamber, initiated by a tenant, who had recently had his
'gressom’ or rent put up.®

Inthefollowinglist, we attempt to account for the careers of the
community after the Dissolution.*

I. THE ABBOT. JGHN ALANBR DCE ALI AS LEES

He came from a family whose name often occurs round Leeds
and Pudsey at that period. As a monk of Byland, he was ordained
acolytein York in April, 1503, subdeacon the following June, deacon

4 1hid.,

340. ¢

Ibid.,

363.

6 Canivez. Satuta Capitulorum Generalium Ordinis Cist.

! Foley. Pilgrim Book of the English College, Rome; L. and P. Henry V11, 1538,
i1/403-

8 Thoresby Soc. Miscellanea, Vol. XXXII1, H. E. Wroot, Y orkshire Abbeys
and the Wool Trade. In 1315 Fountains produced the best quality wool, 76
sacks ayear; Rievaulx 60; Jervaulx 50; Byland 40.

°E. H.R. April, 1936, T. A. M. Bishop, Monastic Granges in Yorkshire.

19 The basis of this list is the suppression pension list in L. and P. 1539 and
Dugdale. Monasticon, Vol. V.
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in June 1505 and priest in June 1506." Hewas cellarer of the housein
1522 and was blessed as Abbot by the suffragan bishop of Caledon,
adingonacommissonfromthearchbishop of Y ork, Walsey, someimesoon after
i9%th March 152512

During thefifteen years of hisabbacy, Abbot Alanbridge played
some part intheinternal politicsof the Order. Reform had beeninthe
air for amost a century. Pressure had been exerted on the English
houses from two quarters. The General Chapter at Citeaux had
succeeded in getting the house of Studies at Oxford going—though it
wasstill not all built when it was dissolved. Successive English kings
had also brought pressure to bear. The English houses seem to have
been suspicious of Chapter's policy. They complained that their
contributionsto the Oxford househadto gotoit by way of Citeaux, and
that the 'Oxford brethren' brought back to their rustic communities
tastes and ambitions which were alien to the traditions and peace of
English houses. It was easy for the English abbots to turn to the king
and English anti-French feeling asalliesto enablethem to wrest from
Chapter power to conduct their own visitations. Chapter was conscious
of asimilar nationalism working all over Europe and fought back by
seeking alliance with the king also. Either way, the Crown was the
profiteer. Thus, by thetimeof Abbot Alanbridge'selection, few English
abbots attended Gengrd Chapter.*®

In 1519, by legatineauthority, Wol sey called the Cistercian abbots
to meet himandtherefollowed afull legatinevisitation andinjunctions.
We may suspect that Wolsey'sreforming policy was, in many things,
the exemplar of that used twenty years|ater by his servant Cromwell.
Thiswould involvethe suppression of small houses, concentration of
communities in larger houses, 'capacities (dispensations to take a
bendficeand leave conventud life) for thasewho were midfitsor professed very
young, thehanding over of theeconomic administrationtolaymen, the
increase of studies. It is significant that Chapter besought Wolsey to
dismiss back to their monasteries the notable number of English
Cistercians who hung about his court seeking capacities. It is
interesting al so that a Ci stercian house, Hayl es, had several monksout
serving benefices during the decade before the dissolution crisis.’®
There are hints that the English abbots regarded with dismay their
subjection to one overriding authority, forcing on them away of life
which, when

" For al the details of ordinations in this article see York Episcopal
Registers, pasim.

2| and P., 1519-23, 2535 (2) ; Reg. Wolsey, York.

3 See Canivez, op. cit., VI, passim.

1 Canivez, ¥1/557.

*5 \Worcester Episcopal Registers. Reg. Bell.
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all allowance is made for human frailty, was still peculiarly alien to
Cistercian tradition.

But Wolsey fell before hisreforms could take effect, and Henry
V11l seemsto havereverted totheolder policy. Hethusasked Chapter
to send over a special visitor to hasten on reform. A French abbot
crossed to England, and Chapter commented with pleasure that the
royal alliance would now reduce the English houses to obedience to
Chapter's policy of reform. But, in 1532, Henry's outlook changed,
following hisgeneral policy towardsthe Church. That April, onhisown
authority, hecommissioned the abbotsof Byland, Fountains, Woburn,
St Mary Graceand Neathtovisit all Cistercian houses. The answer of
Chapter wasto i ssue its own commission to the same abbots, making
itsvalidity depend ontheir reporting to Chapter every threeyears. But
these compromises were too late. Henry had broken with Rome. In
May 1533, an agent of Cromwell wasat Byland collecting signatures
to a manifesto supporting the King, and in the following year the
community was lined up to take the oath of Supremacy. Abbot
Alanbridge and the abbot of Fountains were active as Cromwell's
visitors of Cistercian housesin the north. They were used to depose
Edward Cowper, Abbot of Rievaulx. Then, in 1535, came Cromwell's
own full-scale visitation and the first dissolutions.
Cistercian housesin the north were much affected by the Pilgrimage
of Graceand itsaftermath. Abbot Alanbridge'sfellow-visitor, theabbot
of Fountains, wasimplicated and executed. The quondam of Rievaulx
was also out with the rebels, but somehow secured a pardon. There
was unrest at Jervaulx and the monk George L azenby was executed.
Alanbridge seemsto have acted with great caution. He confined his
outward support of therisngtosending asubsription of forty shillings 2 After the
dissolution, heretired to hishomecountry, and lived on hispension of
£50 ayear. During Edward V1'sreign he had reason to complain that
the Court of Augmentations tended to stop payments for as much as
ayear onend.'” Hediedin 1563, alodger in Calverley Hall, ashiswill
shows.

‘Beit known unto all men that be present John Allanbridge off
Calverley . .. clerkedoegiveto the parish churche of Calverley on
vestment of red clothe of tussorewrought withgolde... tothetowne
sickeof Pudsay, Calverley and 1dle305. ... toWilliam Allanbridge
of Pudsay on redd cowe ... to my servant Thomas Perle my beste
fether bedde, blanketts, coverlet, bolster, pare of shetesand £5 ...

. and P. xii (i)1"6<). George Lumley, at (as he said) the suggestion of Sir
Nicholas Fairfax of Gilling, went to Newburgh, Byland, Rievaulx, Whirby,
Malton and Kirkham to invite the communities to join the rising. The abbots
of Byland, Newburgh and Whitby gave 40/- each.

7 P.R.O. £101/76/24.
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to Isabell Coulson my made onfether bedd ... (to variouspeoplein
Leeds£6) . .. and whereas| did pledge on cup of Sylver with cover
to Thomas Bankes of Wetherbe for £4 | give it to Sir William
Calverley knt. he paying the same £4 . . . whereas Mr Christopher
Lassels dothe owe me a summe of money | give halfe to John
Gibson and halfeto thepoore. . . whereas John Fayrfax my godson
owes mexls. | will he pay halfeto the poore and therest | forgive
him.. .| forgive George Bell £4 of the£7 he owes... the 203. owed
by Mr Gascoigne of Galthrop to thepoore. . . theresidueto theuse
of the poore.. . . Nov. 3rd 1563.

Codicil. Nov. 4th. William Calverley of Ekkleshall . . . gent,
uppon just occasion did aske the saide John Allanbridge wether it
washiswill that he should befactor with theexecutorsand thesaide
Alanbridge preist saide yea and saying further Sir | desier yow for
godsake so to be. Item the saide 4th daye the said John Alanbrig
being sore sicke in achamber of Calverley Hall called the porche
chamber there laye upon his owne bedde and in his sighte asylver
(?) with cover parcdll gilteand William Calverley demanded what his
pleasure was . . . who then turning him on his dethe bedde toward
him saide openlietakeyow yt . . . upon this condicion that yow will
promiseme... If | lyvethat yewill gyveit meagain.' Proved Jan.
28th 1563-4.®

Itisodd that the Abbot should have |eft achasuble to Calverley
church four years after such vestments were disused. The will seems
to show that he was chaplain in the Hall, saying Mass early in
Elizabeth's reign.

2. THE PR(R RCBERT BARKER ALIAS YARM

Hewent with hisabbot to Rievaul x towitnesstheabbatial election
of 1533-1° It is quite possible that he retired to live in the house of
Thomas Butler at Nunnington—witness Butler's will, made on 28th
June 1539 and proved on yth August.

"I will that Sir Thomas Watson saye massefor me by the space
of iij yeresand heto have hismett and drinkein my house with my
wifeand my childer solong asheand they can agreand xliijs. iiijd.
for hiswages by yere. | will that Sir Robert Barker have meyt and
drinke withe my wif and my children so long as heis contented to
have and take it. Item | geve hym xxs. to praye for me. . ."°

Robert was most likely dead by 1552, since hisnameisomitted
from the pension returns for that year.

18 York Wills, 17/310.
1% Yorks. Arch. Soc. Record, Seriesxli/49-
"Yorks. Wills, 11/37.



8 THE AMPLEFORTH JOURNAL

3. MARMADUKE CHRISTALOWE

He was probably of very local origin, since the will of William
Christalowe of Coxwold, dated 23rd August 1523, says—

'lego abbati demon' debellalandaiijs.iiijd. et conventui iijs. iiijd.
et lego fratri meo marmaduco monacho dicti mon meum optimum
equum soluto mortuario meo . . ."#

Marmaduke did not survive the dissolution long. The

administration of hisgoods aslate of the monegtery of Byland, isdated 14th
Apil 154022

4. RICHARD LEITHELEY

Hesurvived thedissolution by evenlesstime. Hisadministration
—again as late of Byland—is dated 29th December 1539.

5. THOMAS BOLTON (POULTON)

Thismonk may have acquired abenefice, sinceathough heisnot
mentioned in the pension survey of 1552, an administration of his
goods—Ilate of Byland—was granted in July 1558.

6. RICHARD PEERSON (ALIASHELMESLEY)

Thisisfairly certainly the Richard Helmesley, monk of Byland, who
was ordained priest at Y ork in September 1502, and mentioned in the
will of Robert Symondson of Helmsley in April 1506— 'lego domino
Rico. Person .monacho in Biland xs. . .

Hewould beavery old man by sixteenth century reckoning at the
dissolution, anditisnot surprisingthat it wasnoted inthe 1552 pension
return that 'he apperd not'.

7. JOHN MOY SER

Hewasmost likely amember of theKilburn Moiser family. The
will of William Parker of the L ounde beside Kilburn, dated 3rd January
1541, leaves—

Moiser'snameoccursinthe 1552 pensionlist—heappeared with
his patent and complained that he had not been paid for ayear. The
Y ork diocesan registers and Act Books seem to contain no reference
to his having obtained a benefice.

2 1bid., 9/250.

2 This and al later administrations quoted are in York Probate Registry, Admin.
Books.

2 Yorks. Wills, 6/162.

% 1bid., 11/680.
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8. WILLIAM BAKSTER

Thiswasperhapsthe William Kilburn, monk of Byland, whowas
ordained acolyteinY ork onist April 1503. Thereisno evidencethat he
ever had abeneficein the Y ork diocese, and his name does not come
into the 1553 pension returns.

9. HENRY TOPPING ALIAS THORNTON

He was ordained acolyte, as monk of Byland, on ist April 1503
with John Alanbridge, and received all the other orderswith him, save
the priesthood, which hereceivedin March 1508-09. Hewas mentioned
inthe Byland compertaof Cromwell'svisitation of 1535 asaccused of
immorality. The 1552 pension returns do not mention him. A Henry
Topping was vicar of Hockerton in 1560, and later prebendary of
Southwell, subscribing to the thirty-nine Articles in ijyi.?® Since the
monk—to judge from the dates of his ordinations—was hardly born
after 1486, itisjust possiblethat he wasthe holder of these benefices.

10. THOMAS METCALFE

He was possibly the Thomas Y ork, monk of Byland, who was
ordained priest at Y ork on 22nd September 1515. Thereisno signthat
he ever held a benefice in the diocese of York. The 1552 pension
return says that he appeared with his patent. He died in Kilburn in
1558—

I, Thomas Metcalf prest laite member of the laite dissolved
monasterieof bylandintheparish of Kilburn, holeof mynde, givemy
souleto God, our ladieand all thesaintes. . . my bodieto be buried
inthechurcheof our ladieof kilburn... tothechurcheof kilburnvjs.
viijd... to Agnes Metcalfe my brother John daughter ayonge sowe
my beste gownexxs. and my bygger pann. . . toevery townewithin
this parish of kilburn xld . . . to Sir Christopher Raner my beste
typpet ... to Rafe Thompson iis. ... to peter frankland wyfe my
solden sylver spoon and acheste ... to jane frankland acupborde. .
. to Sir William Edward vjs. viijd. to praie for me. .. to Sir John
Alanbridgemy bestesylver spoone. . . tomy cosyn ?Metcalf yf she
belivingexs....tolsabell the madethat kepeth me apare of shetes
... toold mystres Eggilfield either vjs. viijd. or elsthefethersin my
fether bed ... To Robert Eggilfield a pressor and a band in his
custodie . . . sole executoe Peter Frankland xs." Proved June i6th
15582

5 York Diocesan Records, Act Books | and 2. M
York Wills, 15/334.
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I'l. THOMASHOGGARD

It is possible that he was the 'Sir Thomas Hogarde my brother'
mentionedinthewill of John Hoggard of Warmsworthin June1540.%
A Thomas Hoggard was a chantry priest in Beverley in 1548.2 We
have been unable to find any evidence that Hoggard held any other
benefice in the diocese. His name does not occur in the 1552 pension
retumn.

12. ROBERT BAYNTON

Hewasordained priest, asmonk of Byland, a Y ork oni9th May
1518. Sincehewasgiventhelargepension of £10, itisvery likely that
he was the 'Mr Bylond' who was a student at the Cistercian house, St
Bernard's, in Oxford, in the i520s.% The Oxford registers contain no
record of his proceeding to adegree, but they are incompletefor this
period.

Two facts about his later career are certain. He was summoned
tothe 1552 pension commission, but ‘apperd not'. Hewasstill aliveand
inrecapt of hispengonin 1573 (thenbaing a leest sventy-ax yearsold) whenhe
hed to contribute to adericd subsdy.*

There are other details which very probably relate to him. A
Robert Baynton was chantry priest in 1548 in Twothorpe, Wharram
Percy.® In April, May and June 1545, John Reves, in the parish of
Wharram Percy, went about saying that Baynton was evil-living and
would behave in the parish 'as he did where he dwelt before' whence
'hewasfayn to flee and runne awaye'. Baynton brought adiftamation
case against Revesinthebishop'scourt, and proved to the satisfaction
of thejudgesthat hewas of good reputein Wharram Percy and that the
dlegations were fds2* He does not ssem to have hdd the vicarage of that
parish, but was possibly the Robert Baynton who was instituted to
Hinderskelf in 1571, and later to Hutton-on-the-Hill, wherehedied in
1577-8—

'15Jan. 20 Eliz. Robert Bainton priest of HotononHill ... . xijd.
tothepoor ... totherighte worshipfull Barbara Gower wifeto Mr
Thomas gower esquire of hoton xiijs. iiijd. ... to Thomas gower
esquire xxvjs. viijd supervisor. Proved April 9th 1578."%

8 1bid., 11/519.

% qurtees Soc. Yorks Chantry Certificatesii/538.
2L, andP., 1538(ii)403-

% Yorks. Arch. Journal, 19/iooff.

3 9 rtees Soc. Yorks Chantry Carts 1/135.

%2 York Diocesan Records, R. V11, 9, 338.

3 1bid., Act Book 2 ; Yorks. Wilb, 21/107.
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13. ROBERT WEBSTER

Threemonksof Byland: Robert Foston, Robert Thirsk and Robert
Farlington, were ordained acolytesin York in May 1521. These are
clearly Webster, Wilkinson (14) and Leef (Lease. 15) but it is
impossible to identify their places of origin further than this.

Webster was not called to the pension enquiry of 1552 nor does
there seem to be any evidence that he held abenefice in the diocese.
It is possible that he was the priest of the same name who was a
chantry priest at Beverley ini<j4&."

14. ROBERT WILKINSON

Hewas perhapsthe Robert Wilkinson who was chantry priest at
Gilling West in 1548. In 1552 he "apperd with his patent’ and was still
receiving his pension in 1573.

1J. ROBERT LEEFF (LEASE?)
The only evidence for his later career is contained in the report
recorded by the pension commissionersin 1552, that (he)
'died the sexte day of May and isbehind for half ayere at the feste
of Saint Mertyn in anno quinto which was paied to William Davell.'
The Davell family lived at Coxwold.
16. PETER JACKSON. ALIASNORTON

17. JOHN CLEVELAND ALIAS JORVALLE (jORVAX)

18. CHRISTOPHER CROMBOCK

Oneof thesemonks—andvery possibly, all three—fallsinaclass
apart fromtherest of the Byland community. Crombock wasoriginally
aCistercian of Whalley Abbey. Hewasordained priest at Y ork on 2oth
February 1535. His name comes directly after those of some Byland
monks, with the note—'Christopherus Crammoke de Whalley per
litterasdimissorias. Wehaveno meansof knowingwhy hetransferred
his stability to Byland. Whalley was suppressed in 1537, two years
before Byland, because the community was heavily implicated in the
Pilgrimage of Grace. But Combock |eft Whalley for Byland at | east two
yearsbeforetherising. Hedied at Monk Frystonini56i.*Hehad also
appeared with hispension patent in 1552 intheNorth Riding, sothat it
seems unlikely that he ever returned to Lancashire for any major part
of his life after the dissolution of Byland. Yet there is no extant
evidence that he ever held a 'Y orkshire benefice.

# Qrtees Soc. Yorks Chantry Certs, ii/53'-
% Yorks. Parish Register Soc.
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The York ordination registers seem to imply that Jackson and
Cleveland were aso migrants to Byland in the early 15305—in this
casefrom Roche Abbey. They wereboth ordained subdeaconsat Y ork
on 30th March 1532 asmonksof Byland, but were ordained deacons
on the following 29th December as monks of Roche, and priestsin
February 1535, again as monks of Byland. Jackson then disappears
fromview. Cleveland certainly appeared inthe North Riding with his
patent in 1552 and was possibly the priest of the same namewho was
chantry priestinthechurch of Our Lady, Halifax, in 1548, and vicar of
Tunstall in 1552.%

19. WILLIAM HYRDE

Itispossiblethat thiswasWilliam Watson, monk of Byland, who
was ordained priest at York on 29th December 1532. A William
Watson, rector of Levisham, wasinstituted at Hedlertonin June1554."
No monk of either name occurs in the 1552 pension enquiry.

20. THOMAS MURTON?

A monk of Byland of this name was ordained priest at York in
1532 with Watson. No such name occurs on any Byland pension list,
nor (assuming that Murton is a place name) doesit seem possible to
identify him with any other in the pension lists.

21 WILLIAM OLDFIELD ?

A 'fr. William Oldfield' isincluded with Byland monks ordained
subdeacons on 2ist December 1521. There is no other trace of the
name, and it may only bean error on the part of thewriter who copied
thelistintotheepiscopal register. Ontheother hand, itisnotimpossible
that therewas such amonk of Byland, who wastransferred to another
house, or who received a 'capacity’ from Wolsey.

22. WILLIAM WEDERALL ALIASGILLING

He first appears in the York register as 'William Wederall de
Gilling' made acolytein February 1533. Thismay be merely an error,
or may mean that hewas not yet amonk. The latter hypothesis seems
to be borne out by the fact that two years elapsed before he was
ordained subdeacon onist April 1536, in the church of the Carmelite
Convent, York, and then he was entered as 'fr. Willielmus gilling,
monachus de byland'. There are no extant ordination records at Y ork
between February 1537 and March 1539. This may well be ssimply
because

% Qurtees Soc. York*. Chantry Certs., ii/3<x>; York Act
Books. & Act Book z/f. 4.
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ordinations were very few in that year. During the preceding thirty
years, thevast mgjority of Y ork ordinandshad been either religiousor
secularsordainedtotitlessupplied by religioushouses—since so many
beneficeswere'appropriated' to religioushouses. Themany dissolutions
during that year and the consequent unsettlement in the surviving
houses must have gravely upset ordinations.

Wedderal wasordained deaconinY ork Minster, at theatar of St
Mary, on 2oth March 1539, somemonthsafter thedissol ution of Byland
‘ad titulum promiss quingu' librarumin Gilling ex donac' nich' farefax de
eadem militis. A fortnight later, on Holy Saturday, 5th April, hewas
ordained priest to the sametitle. Presumably he served for atime as
curatetothevicar of Gilling or chaplain at Gilling castle. He appeared
with his patent for the meagre pension of £4 (corresponding to his
statusat Byland) in 1552. In May 1554 aWilliam Wedderall resigned
theliving of Eperston, and someone of the samenamediedin 1566 vicar
of Lanham Co. Notts®

23. WILLIAM WAULTON (WALTAM) ALIASKIRKEBY

William Kirkeby, monk of Byland, wasordai ned subdeaconinthe
churchof theAugustinians, Y ork, on 24th February 1537. Thismust be
the William Waulton of the Byland pension list at the dissolution.
William Waltam, 'nuper monachus de bylande', was ordained deacon
with othersfrom the archdeaconry of Richmond on 2oth March 1539.
On 2oth September of the same year, at a specia ordination 'in
monasterio de Guisborn' he was ordained priest, smply as 'William
Walton'. There are numbers of referencesto aWilliam Walton in the
Y ork diocesan archives, and someday it may be possibleto disentangle
them and to discover which refer to the monk of Byland.

24. HENRY PEERSON ALIAS RICHMOND

A Henry Peerson occursinthe Byland first pension list, amongst
themost junior membersof thecommunity. A Henry Richmond, monk
of Byland, wasordained subdeacon at Y ork in February 1537. Heisnot
mentioned intheordination listsof 1539-40, which may meanthat he
proceeded to the other orders during the year 1538-9 for which there
areno recordsremaining. Hewas not called to the pension enquiry of
1552 and there seems to be no trace of his holding a benefice in the
diocee
25. RICHARD JUDSON ALIAS BAXBY

Richard Baxbie, monk of Byland, was ordained subdeacon in

February 1537. Thelist of ordinationsto the diaconatein March 1539
=York Act Book, iff. ioBv.
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has'Ri chardus Judson nuper monachusdebilandeadtitulum'.[sic.] He
wasordained priestin’Y ork Minster on 8th December 1540tothetitle
of hismonastic pension. It ispossible that he wasthe Richard Judson
who was chantry priest and schoolmaster at Pickering in 1548, and
perhaps al so the man of that name who was vicar of Kirby Moorside
from 1548 to 1302.%°

26. JOHN HERRISON

The Byland suppression pension list says that this monk was to
have no pension because he had received the vicarage of Old Byland.
It is practically impossible to trace his later career for a variety of
reasons. There seemsto be no reference to incumbents of this parish
in the York archives. There are many references to John
Harrisons—morethan for any other name. But therewere severa ex-
religious of that name.

27. BARNARD BRADLEY?

Thesuppression commissionersput thisnameinthefirst Byland
pension list, but later struck it out. Otherwise there seems to be no
traceof suchamonk inordination lists, institutionsor Act Books. We
have no meansof knowing whether thiswasan error, or whether there
was such a monk.

Theattempt to compilethelistsof monksof Byland and Rievaulx
andtotracetheir careersafter the dissolution has sufficed to show the
many difficultieswhich hamper generalizations. Ex-religiouswerevery
numerousin Y orkshire—it has been calculated that there were some
438, not counting friars.* Alsoit will never be possibleto makefull lists
of theincumbentsof many parishes, partly because of missing records,
partly becauseof themultiplicity of ‘peculiar' jurisdictionsinthediocese.
Again, athoughtherearehundredsof extant clerical willsdatingfrom
the sixteenth century, none seem to survive in the case of the great
majority of ex-religious.

NOTE
Since the printing of The Rievaulx Community after the
Dissolution, the following extra details have been noticed—
8. WILLIAM STORER Was the son of John Storer of Hawnby, whose will,
dated 4th August 1506 |eaves—
'‘Abbati de Ryvax pro absolucionexls. . . prioriss et conventui
de Arden . . . dompno Willmo. filio meo pro uno trentale xs."**

% Qurtees Soc. Yorks. Chantry Certificatesii/vii, 57; York Act Books | and 2.

O E. H. R. July 1940, A. G. Dickens, 'The Edwardian Arrears in
Augmentations Payments and the Problem of the Ex-Religious.
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9. RICHARD BLITH ALIAS SCARBOROUGH ismertioned in thewill of his
brother, Thomas Blythe, priest, dated i8th November 1545—

". .. to be buried in the parish church of Scarborough in the
Corpus Christi yle soo neye my fader as| maye convenientlie... a
preist to singe ayere for my soule and my families... to Richard
Blithe sonneto Sir Peter Blithe. .. to Robert Blithe my broder my

Peter Blithe my sarcenett tippett.'*?

II. RICHARD LYNGE ALIASALLERTON W3Sthe SOn of John Leyng
of Griff, Helmesley, yeoman, whose will, dated 9th December 1531,
leaves—

'tomy lordeabbat of Ryvall for absolucioniijs. iiijd.... toevery
on of thebrethren of Ryvalleiiijd.. .. tothemonasterieof bilandfor
absolucionxxd. ... tothefreresof Allerton... totheprior hisbroder
for saying of ontrentall of massesfor my soulevx. ... my grandams
pare of bedes and my mothers yf my broder and sister make no
demandfor them (gotomaintainalighttoour Lady) . .. supervisors
... my sone dane Richard Alerton monke of Ryveall."*

21. HENRY CAWTON ALIASTHIRSK wasthebrother of Robat Cawton of
Thirsk, whose will, dated 24th June 1529, |eaves—

'to Sir Roger Cawton my broder vjs. viijd. to hysoffering when
he syngshisfirst messe... to the three mariesin Thriske churche
and Sanct ? 2 Ib. wax ... atrentall of masses by the freres of
Richmondand Allerton... tothehouseof Arden... tomy broder dan
henry cawton iijs. iiijd."™*

22. THOMAS CAPRONE ALIAS SKEGBY

He was a monk of Rufford Abbey and, as such, was ordained
subdeaconinMarch 1535at Y ork. Presumably hiscoming to Rievaul x
was connected with the fact that the last abbot (from 1537) had
previously been abbot of Rufford.

HA.

*2|bid., 13/118.
“ Yorks. Wills, 11/164.
"1bid., 9/457.



